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| Whereas it is objeQed at this day by 
- many, thatthe Qnakers (fo called) 

| areadangerousPeople towards the 
King andhis Goverment, and 

- therefore not fit to be tollerated, as: 
they lay, upon theſe Reaſons, 


(39 | 


Eu 


- Firſt, Becauſe many of them have been in the Army 

| dtainſt the King and Kingly Authority Cas it is ſaid) 

. under the commanas of the late uſurped Powers of Pro- 
| telors, Parliaments, &c. _ | 

Secondly, Becarſe they will not ſwear, nor take the 

Oath of Allegeance to theKing,nor give any credible afſux 

WW raxce by Qath or Promiſe, or other ſecurity that they will 

 bepeaceable, and not fight, nor take up Arms againſt the 


g 


"Thirdly, —_—_ they aye a People not conformable 
tothe Church, - and not agreeing with the cuſtoms and 
faſhions of the Kinedom,but are ſingular in their wayes, 
and keeps a corre(pondency among themſelves, holding © 
 oreat Meetings, and thereby may ſeduce many more of 


WW thr Kings Subje@sto their wayes and Principles. _ 


Toalltheſe I Anſwerin order. - - 
Pg Ric firſt Reaſon, Becanſe many of them (viz. 
-- wn Foe CyAKers bave been inthe Army. againſt . 

"ll. the King and Kingly Authority , under the 


EE  Commanids of the late uſurped Powers of Pro- 
Wl fefors and Parliaments, 8c. 
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Anſw. 1, Though it is acknowledged that ſome- 
©. Whoarenow called 9nakers have been in the Ar: MW 
- myunderthe Protectors (fo called)'and their Par. W 
laments, that warred againſt the King,yet it is noe MW 
trueof all of us, for ſome that are now Quakers (ſo 
called ) were inthe Army for the King, andalſo MW 
many of us were neverin any Army, neither for 
noragainſt him ; ſo that the ſtrength of this reaſon 
is avoided,becauſe we have not all-in general been 
io Arms againſt the King, and therefore now not 
a dangerous people on that Reaſon, becauſethe. 
ſtrength and force of the.Reafon is fetched from 
that cauſe in General, which all of us are not guil.. 
ty of, and ſo now not a dangerous people Gon Ge- 
neral) onthat aceount, though ſome have been in i. 
Arms at ſome time as aforeſaid, under. the Powers 
againlt the King z; neither is it an infallible ſign, or 
certain reaſon of a dangerous Perſon,or People to- 
wards the King, to have been ſometime inthe Ar-. 
my under the late Powers againſt Him,” becauſe: 
ſome that are now the Kings neareſt Friends; and: 
Pillers of the Government,and.no whit dangerous 
to him, .haye that. ſign upon them, andarefully,, 
concluded under that reaſon of once being, in the; 
-Army againſt the King. LL 7 - 
”, |, But Secondly, Though ſomethat are now called iſ 
-_ * Qhakers were once in the Army, under the Powers It 
- againſt the King, when their knowledge and judg- 
ments were.not otherwiſe framed, but were of that 
Principle and Practice, that fighting and going to 
war in it ſelf was lawful, &c. Yet being nowal- 
tered and turned in their judgements to. the con- 
trary, and that it is. not lawfulſin the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Goſpel ) to fight againſt, or goto S- | 


/ 


 þ BY: bo | | cannot 


- danger of uson the former account, becauſe the 
- fear of preſent danger now concerning us, cannot - 


* rightly by placed on that reaſan(of what)we once 
\ were; being now changed in our Principles in that 


A caſe, and cannot now fight,or go to War with car- 


nal Weapons againſt the King, nor any man -upon - 
>- thecarth;and. this being now our Principle in that. 
- caſe ( notwithſtanding. whatſoeyer it hath been 
_ heretofore). we cannot juſtly now be concluded to - 
' be a dangerous People to the King, becauſe. ſuch 

- of us {whoſe Principles) were once [o, are.chang- 

-  edevenfrom that Principle; and practiſe of going 
 to.wars, and fighting, and now areallof that mind 
and heart,that in.the adminilſtration of the Goſpel, 

Itisonall occaſions whatſoever unlawful to-go to 
- war,and fight with any man with carnal Weapons, 
© contrary to the Dactrine of Chriſt, But 
\ ., Thirdly, It cannot juſtly be judged concerning 

,us that we area dangerous people, ' as we are Qua- 

- kers for that cauſe and reaſon which we might be, 
or do when we were not ſuch, ſo that we. cannot 
* gow be reputed a,dangerous people,as we are tru- 

\1y.ſo, and called Quakers, upon that reaſon al- 
 Jeadged againſt us of what we were, or might do 
\ when we were not Quakers, becauſe we are now 

+ (as ſych) turnedfrom that Principle of fighting, | 

+ and as Quakers, never any'of us took up;Arms a- 
 **painſt the King, and therefore as we are Quakers, 

--rannotbe juſtly judged dangerous nor condemned, 

- neither feared as ſuch,ſeeing thatCas ſuchJand ever 

= fince we were ſuch, we never took up arms againlt 
= the King; nor gave juſt cauſe of ſufpition of | being 

-.. dangerous tothe King and his Goverment, and we 
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take up armes againit the King, &c. 
Az. Firſt, Though we will not'ſwear, nor take 


— the oath of Allegiance to the King, it is niot becauſe 

- wewlll not take that oath; bur becauſe-we: cannot + 
take any oathat all; For wecannot ſwearat all. be. : 
- cauſe of the command of Chriſt, who hath ex preſly | 
forbidden to ſwear at all, Mat.5.5o though we will 
not ſwear Allegiance, yet that is no good reaſon 


that we are a dangerous people, for our refuſing to 
take the oath of Allegianceis not out of -Rebellion 
to the King, or as though we had ſome reſerve of 
future intents of Rebellion, 6r confpiracy towards 
| him, and would not therefore ſwear Allegiance, 
but would leave our ſelves free to intend; or a& 


evil to him, but it is out of good conſcience, and 
that we may keep the commands of Chriſt, there- 


fore only do we refuſeto {wear in that, and all 0- 


ther caſes, and ſo no true conſequence can be' col- | 
Iedted that weare a dangerous people on that rea- 
ſon, neither tit a certain reafon and infallible fin. 
'thata people is dangerous towards the' King for-.. 
denying to take the oath of Allegiance, becauſe 
many people that will ſwear, and take that oath, 

| are i 


J 


cannot juſtly ſuffer in any caſe now for what we. 
mightbe, or do before we wereſuch, for now we ! 
| hold the principle,and praQtiſe allo of living peace. | 
able with all men, and not to fight againſt, or war 
with any; and if any proceedings be againſt us now | 

inany caſes,it is only as we are ſuch,and not as we 
- were ſuchin another capacity. n 
2, Reaſ. Becauſe they (viz. the Pnakers) will ng - 
ſwear, nor take the Oath of Allegiance to the King, no» * 
give any credible aſſurance by Oath or promiſe,” or- othey 
ſecurity that they will be peaceable and not fight, no 
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are ſtill accounted dangerous, and may be-truly ſo- 
- accounted, and may not be wholly friends to the 
King and his Government, though they have taken 
+ that oath; ſo we cannot be truly judged to be more 7 
- theKingsenemnes, nor leſs his friends, thorigh we 
BK willnotſwear Allegiance, ſeeing it is not denied of 
© Rebellion, bur for conſcience ſake. _- 
BB Secondly, We are ready and willing to give a 
- credible Teſtimony'in the fear of God, that we fhall 
- notRebe], Plot,or imagine to the-hurt or diſtrudt- 
 onofthe King his perſon, or juſt Authority inthe. - 
- yexity of yea and nay, as God is our witneſs, or we- 
 Fpeak the truth in Chriſt and lie not, ſuch credible 
- teſtimony (which is as binding to us to be perfor- 
- med of us, then any formall oaths are to them that 
- take them,) we have givenand are ready to give 
_ fbrour ſecurity of peaceable living, and that we 
ſhall not Plot nor Rebel againſt che King, but live 
 peaceably, &c. And ſuch our Teſtimony in yea, 
| andinay given ſolemnly by us,asGodisour witneſs, 
 or.we ſpeak in his fear, &c. 1sas credible ſecurity, 
#imy oaths, promiſes and engagements of any 0- 
LM will be performedas truly and perfect- 
1 7 Mhirety No better teſtimony can be given of us 
of ur! pezceableneſs, and" that we ſhall: nor Plor, 
| not Rebel-againſtthe King then experience it ſelf, 
experience ſay is the ſufficient and beſt witneſle, 
I that'we are peaceable; and free fromPlotting and 
BY kibellief, for we have alwaies'beety fo ſince we : 
were people, both before andfincetheKing came : 
E itgandfever ſifcethat wewere a pearte have we - 
= farce pn pmpons ew profered: ys) to 
"Hr with, or fight againſt any by Riling up with - 
Wares - YN 6 * Car- 
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carnal weapons; but have ever been ſubjed&t (ac- 
cording to a good conſcience; to every: Authority, 
that have been over us, and we are:ſo clear, and: 
free in theſe. matters, that we 'can challenge. the: 
whole world to accule us,'or deteCt us of the cons. 
trary; To our refuſing to ſwear or engage our ſelves 
by oath in Allegiance to the King, arguesnot any 
danger at al: towards him, or asit we were a dan. 
gerous people and not to be tollerated, becauſe we 
are ready to give teſtimony of our peaceable living, 
&-alſo experience witnefleth that we are a peace, 
able people, and have alwayes been ſo, and: we are 
ready to teſtifie in the preſence of Gad, that weare 
(reſolved in the-Lord) fo to continue. +: | 
3. Rea. Thirdly, Becauſe they are @ people not cone 
formable to the Church, and not agreeing with theuu-' 
Stomes and faſhions of the Kingdome, but are ſingular in 
t heir wayes,and keeps a correſpondency amwngthemſeloes; 
holding ereat meetings, and thereby may ſeduce many 
more of the Kings Sub je@s to their wayes,and principles, 
S&cC- be 'b bs IO WOSY I OT ITE 28 | F fn i $ 
FE: | - Anſe: Firſtit is; true; we: are notconformableto 
IS the Church:of Frglaud, nor agreeing to. the cu./ 
: {tomes and formalities of the Nation in many, 
things, yet this argues no danger at allim-us, far it 
i5,not out of perverſneſle;,malice,orjevikminded 
| nets that'wedo notoonform to the Ghurch-but for; 
Fi conſcience ſake;and for conſcience ſake'we cannot;! 
| conform 19:many things,'as-1n particular may be} 
ſhewed if it were the.;prefent-caſetoþe reſolved,)! 
andtis our defireto difpute;the Calg with the Far; 
thers of the Church, and being tis-not- of - malice; 
nor evil mindednefle towards the-King and:his Gori: 
vernment, that we do not conform tothe Church, 
w I 1,2) ; | <3 ane. 
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'—axd Cuſtcmes of the ft bee wholly and only for . 

= Conſcience fake, and thar we may keep our confei- 
_ emceclear, and not fin againſt our God, therefore 
 goſound reaſon of Danger concerning us can be 
"--Gtawn or alleadged againſt us, becauſe of our not 
conforming to the Church, neither is conforming 
tothe Church a certain and infallible fgn of a per- 

- f6n; or a people to conclude that they are not dan- 
_ gerous towards the King, becauſe many thatdoor 
BW niayconform,may(more truly then we)admit of ſu- 
WM fpitious danger,and this is verytrue;Wherefore our 
BB gotconforming to the Church,renders us not to be 
”- agcounted a dangerous people>becauſe many that 
'may conform to the Church, may be dangerous 

' MW morethen we. _ CEE 

'W$- Secondly, but as for not agreeing with the cu- 
WW fiomes and manners of the General ſort of people 
WW ofthe Land, this is much of the ſame with the for- 
'W mer;and the fame anſwer way be given;for though 
WW itistrue that we donot agree in many cuſtomes,. 
BW ard4formall faſhions and manners of the generall 
"WY fortof people, this is alſo for conſcience fake, and: 
W {ft we ſhould fin againſt God, this is the only cauſe 
WW vherefore we refuſe tofollow, and are departed 
BB from many ofthe cuſtomes and faſhions, and man- 
"Wy mers of this world, being moſt of them in the vaine 
il glory; and ſuperſtitions, and flatteries, ambitions 
| mctdeceits of this evil world.andall ſuchicuſtomes, 
"Wl faſhions and manners as are vain- glories; flatteries | 
* and deceits, we agree not with any in theſe-things , 
\ butare ſe arate from them, and oppoſite to them,” 
and that for good conſcience ſake; yet this argues 
-nodaygeratall, asthough we were a dangerous 
-— B people 
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realon, for this ſhews og danger. at all, becauſe.wg 
- do not contemptuouſly: nor rebelliouſly ſeparaty. 


_ ourſelves from the people, into divilon or; iagy; 


ſafhas being-convinced of the evil of theſe things, 


2 
: * 
- 
Y 
\%. 
® »\ * 


ople to.the King,aud his Government, upon thig 
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AW thiscaſe,. but only. for good conſcience. 


n.thatthey are-not good, thereforewe deny.and 


2 


| ſeparate fromethem 5,and.alſothis.is no.certain rea« 
ſon, nor ifa[lible charraGer that wearcadanger- 
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ous people,for many that do.coaform tall the cu- 


ſlomes,and mangers, and wayesof menarc not ex-" 


_ cluded from. ſuſpition of danger.z hut even ſome 


ſuch as do conform both.to. the Gharch,and all cy. | 

omes.and manners of the: Land, may bea more 
dangerous people then we are; ſo this reaſon ſhews 
not truly that-we are. ſuch, as is objected againſt us, 


(rp wie Je dangerous poppin, and-not Arte be tok 


k # 


| Thirdly, as for being ſingular in-our wayes, -and. | 


holding correſpondeacy one with anptherz-thus it; 
is,we are luch as dofear-theLordgandarteſeparated 


from this evil world in alles. wayes, and, vanities, 
and are only fingular fo, and not otherwiſe, asthat 


we.cannot joyn with;ngr conform unto any: thing 


in, word, work,; or ation, which is-contrary$o the 
Scriptures of truth, and.tq the exerciſe.of our pure 


conſciencee; Butſo are we fingalar;agqthat we love. 
the Lord aur.God above al ; and-delights tolerve: 
him in.2 pure heart, and we followafter truth and! 


4 


righteouſneſs, "_ and -peace, .the,good of our: 


_ neighbours; and theglory of the Lord;and the cons: 


« 
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trary rd and are ſeparated from;into fingula»: 


rity.a 


__ 


ſeparation, and we loyeoneanother, and: 
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3 h oo and are members: 

|" ofonebody (to wit Chriſt) and are of one hearr, 

 B ad oneſoul, evenas it was among the Primitive 

| Chriſtians, ſoit isamongſt us all this day in reſpect. 

MW ofour union and;correfpondency, for no:other we 

WB hold then they, even inthe truth,and in the power : 
BB of God, and only fuch is our unton,and fellowſhip; — 
| B and this correſpondency is no reaſon of danger on A 
' our parrtowards the King, excepting our Sow of 


' theLord.and loveto him;and denying awickednefs, 
_ and loving righteouſneſs, and our love one to ano- 
'"W cherin the bond of peace, &'c. argueidanger inus; 
| W whichThope no wiſe man will either ſay, or-ſup- 
- poſe, nor conclude that by reaſon hereof (to wit) 
BW "fuch ſingularity and correfpondency (as afore- 
' BW faid,)weare a dangerous people, and not tobe tol- 
'W lerared. ror | of 
WB © Laftly,Asfor our great Meetings,and the ſuppe- 
ſud danger of ſeducing more of theRings SubjeRs. 
WW toour wayes, &c. 1 fay our Meetings are onlyfor 
BB theworſhip of God, and to wait upon him, and at- 
i r the-example of the Scriptures, and Primitive 
£ Ctniftians, -and ſuch is our onely end*after ſach'a 
good example, God is our witnefs,zhd is no-reafon 
_ of Yanger towards the King, ſeeing the end of 'fach 
our prafile is good, andnotevil, notto Plotor 
contrive ought again{t the King arid 'his Govern- © 
. ment; \But to wait uponithe Lord, and to worſhip 
 kimaccordingtothe exampleot'Scripture, and as 
*-weare perſwaded in our hearts by his holy ſpirit 
'M oftruth, and weabiding inthat* way and ſpiritin 
BH theexerciſe of our pure con{ciences to God=wards, 
KB <antot bring forth evi] ——_ the King,nor-effett 
"> "I - any -: 


wu oil Late. tata. Land an 
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'any dangerous thing to his perſon.or Governmenhy,. 
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and as for the ſuppoſed "danger of ſeducigyg, 
_ the Kings SubjeGts, gc. we-are not ſuch asdo, or. 
would ſeduce any out of the way of the Lord inty. 


error, neither are we hereof yet truly detefted or 
convinced, though ſometimes hereof falſely accy. 


ſed; But ſuppoſe many do turn to our way, and be., 
come one with us in our Principles and practiſes, 


(which is the ſuppoſed danger, this: is no: reaſon 
that weare a dangerous people, but rather the con- 
trary; for the more that are turned to us, and: be. 


' come of our principles (and {5 will not fight nor 
war. againſtthe King,but doth-renounce that prin; | 


ciple arid pradtiſe as well as we) the ſafer,and more 
ſecure is the King and his Government, inaſmuch 
as the moredanger of harm kheis in,the more people 


is of that principle to war againſt him,and the more / 


that are turned from that principle. to us; to be a 
| peaceable people, and reſolved alwayes. to livein 


ce with God and our Neighbours,the more ſafe 
and ſecure is the King ; ſo that truly conſidered, 


. though many ſhould turnto us, and to follow oy 
wayes, is ao reaſon that weare a dangerous people, 
-but clean the contrary, as is plainly proved. 

| Secondly, But to make Laws againſt-us. and to 


\ Perſecute us to Impriſonment, Baniſhment or 
Death, is not the way of keeping people from' 


.turning to us,and this will certainly be found; but 
the more wearefou ht to be ſuppreſſed by ſuch 
means of Rigour and Violence: executed upon us, 


to Impriſonment, Perſecution and Baniſhment, 


themore will people incline towards us, torfollow 
our. wayes and Principles; For tis common in all 
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. Ages, 
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Af os that whatſoever people have | been en cus, 


* tedfor their. Religion and Conlcience' fa e, thar 
people have $70FR ary numerous thereby; and; 
Mayil now ; tor alſo there is a property: in. 
fop1}lit Þe now 3 for alſo there is FL ind in. 


&* > 7 & 


- Bug pop1e to alfe@t ſufferers, and:to ſuffer for 
gur Religion,” will more encline the heartsof. peo- 


Y ecline them from you and your Authority, if. it, 
2 i bripg forth perſecution, &'c. And hereby will the 
.n Fed and all Foo men be grieved. and vexed a... 
- MW gainſt you; ſo ro ſeek ro ſuppreſs us, and to keep, © 


people from following of us, and turning to us by 
ſuch means of Perſecution, is no happy, nor yet 
 blefled andfproſperous way for you to proceed:in, 
| . nor is that any good reaſon, arguing danger of us, 
- though there be a ſuppoſed danger in may -fol- 
* lowing our way. _ | 
Thirdly; And ſuppoſe that any or many ſhould. 
. b<fo perſwaded intheir Judgements and,Conſci. . 
\W <fices.to turn to our way and follow us,and to dare. 
_ traſt'their ſouls.in the following of our Religion, 
- Whata hard thing, and how uareaſonable will it 
- be thar ſuch ſhould he limited and reſtrained by., 


5 41 i 


. force, by Baniſbment or Death, from that Way: 


and Religion of which they are ſo perſwaded as- 
aforeſaid, with which they dare freely truſt their ; 
fouls, ſeeing the God of Heaven hath-reſerved in... 

. hisown power, to work Faith'in the Hearr, andto. 

_ cotivert' to Righteouſnefle, andto perſwade. the... 
Conſciences and Judgements of men, therefore its- 
proper to him to be Lord and Ruler in this cafe ; . 

| And it will-be wiſdom for the Rulers of this world. 
ts Rule wellover the outward Man, inthe things 

Dy þ > BE es 


Wo 
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which they 5; vg hi  theiz own Jos 
they: ark: ive account unto the. 
od, (> whar'they believe andprofelle 

"ini His OE > xy that will come upon all the 
World _—_ leg 72 be kept among men in theic | 
oleveand rions,and' letevery man keep his, 
[n ped lth Go and hook tg it ashe loves his, - 
nYou!, ey + ms be dear to every man, | 
atidH Sl reaſon an ity. every man ſhould! 
havethe Hberty to profeſs and prattice that Reli- 
Coke which he can truſt to for the Salvation of his: 
LAH; Suppoſe 1 we are not tolerated, but ſuch! 
put upon us:to the Baniſhment and Im priſon: 
meat of ſome, and to the eauling of others to de- 
ny their — lon and Conlcrences, and conform; 
rot e'Ct , Ciiſtogs ani Faſh Ci Ofthe Land | 
they: bir Ho & btifore. will never beſuch as that 
you wit npt have faſpition or cauſe of ſuſpicion 


_ that they are ſtill dangerousand to be feared by: 
_ | you WEE b onfor ea as cannot conform; 


36 do conform as aforeſaid, thorow the. 
he Laws, and tho fear and terror of this. 


nneet (b TC ſuch conforming)both. 

EF FONG will ac-: 

; © anopp F people Dy.you;and-.,. 
3 | wang gi RL Hee ach force 1 pon 
_ ;Ebong! Yan Tomeby principlethat Sn 

eeps us from fighting andwaring *galgn yoaugthey | 

| os af, liberty Ecyvento, ata agaialt you. DG 

oceafo b; ſeting They” have renounced good Con- 

4 - ſcience, | 


_ 
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"ſ{cience, and conforms contrary to their Judge- 
ments thorow- your fear, and have forfaken that 
- Principle which now keeps from going to war; all 
5 Skchings being conſidered, it may juſtly be con- 


"cluded, even according to the very Principles of © 
- Policy, that the King is more ſafe by granting a 
- 4aſt ; Toleration, then he can'be;-f all were 
conformed by force, contrary to their Conſcien- 


